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The NSEA Annual Membership Meeting was called to order at 10:10 a.m. at the Ferrysburg City Hall by NSEA Board 
President, Beverly Cooper.  Board members were introduced to the membership. 
 
Present:  Board members Beverly Cooper, Mike Damstra, Harold Davidson, Norman Dodds, Janice Hoexum, Bob Landman, 
Suzanne Velarde. 
  Approximately 40 NSEA members.  
New Members: Ray & Laura Hulet, 18250 NSE Rd. 
  Brian & Faith Peirce, 17870 NSE Rd. 
  Linda Larson, 17916 NSE Rd. 
  Krystyna & Maciej Solarewicz, 17869 NSE Rd. 
 

I.  SECRETARY’S REPORT   
The minutes of the July 12, 2014 Annual Membership Meeting were available for review and were approved 
as submitted. 

 
II. TREASURER”S REPORT 

Expenses include $140,000 paid for Road project. 
Profit/Loss:  $14,175.68 net income. 
Accounts Receivable include delinquent dues of $2402.08.  Letters have been sent.  New collection practices 
are planned for 2015-16 fiscal year. 
Treasurer’s Report was available for review and was placed on file for audit. 
 

III. OLD BUSINESS 
 

A.  ROAD PROJECT 
Mr. Landman reports that work is complete, noting “great cooperation” with Spring Lake Township 
and with the 3 contractors:  Prein Newhof, Jackson Merkey and Asphalt Paving .  He also mentioned 
Gordon Gallagher, SLT, as being instrumental in initiating the project with NSEA and in seeing it to 
completion.  
Original estimated cost:  $5300 per property.  Residents will receive a letter soon from Spring Lake 
Township with final assessment amounts.  Residents may pay in full upon receipt without interest.  If 
not paid in full, winter tax bill will include assessment plus 8% interest, payable over a term of up to 10 
years. 
Continuous center line will be painted today. 
Signage will be added in place of old Stop signs:  “Private Road.  No Outlet “ 
David Seibold commends the Board for “remarkable job” done on the road. 
***Bill Davidson moved that the Board draft a letter to Spring Lake Township officials in thanks for 
initiating and carrying through on the Road Project. 
Second:  Jim Piper.    Motion carried. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Mr. Landman will address a few remaining personal issues brought up today. 
He will check with contractors regarding Work Warranty. 
Mr. Landman will check with Gordon Gallagher on whether assessment is per lot or per tax ID number 
and whether assessment will be shown as a tax or as a (non-taxable) assessment on the winter tax 
bills.  It was suggested that if possible, the property tax be billed separately from the assessment. 
 

B. Inappropriate Use of NSEA Property at 18501 NSEA Road.  
Report from Mr. Dodds: 
Mr. Tyler Smith was notified of this meeting.  Neither Mr. Smith nor his representative was in 
attendance.  Mr. Smith owns 3 lots under one tax ID number. He has been granted Homestead status 
from a Tribunal based upon his claim that this is his main residence and that he does not rent more 
than 14 days per year. 
 This property has been used repeatedly for commercial purposes involving large numbers of people, 
which creates traffic, parking, garbage, noise and safety problems on the road.   
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An agreement (Aug. 15, 2013) was established between the NSEA Board and the owner, Mr. Tyler 
Smith, including the NSEA Bylaws stipulation that any property be used by a single family only.  The 
agreement further stated that gatherings were to be limited to 25 people, and parking was to be 
limited to off-road only. 
Although the 2013 settlement denied use of the property for weddings, reunions, retreats, or any other 
large gatherings, there have been multiple violations.  Spring Lake Township officials, the Sheriff, and 
neighbors are aware of this situation.  Local caterers report wedding bookings into 2017 for this 
property. 
The Board consulted with Spring Lake Township regarding the zoning violation.  SLT notes that the 
NSEA 2013 agreement is more binding than any that SLT could achieve. 
The Board has sought advice from legal counsel, Mr. David Bowen, regarding possible recourse.  Mr. 
Bowen suggests that suit be brought against Mr. Smith to enforce the settlement.  Proof is needed to 
show continued commercial use, e.g. dates, bus traffic, photos, cars parked on road, etc.  Members are 
asked to note and to bring any such proof to the Board.  A Board member can contact tow companies 
and the Sheriff. 
Members are also reminded that bringing suit will involve costs to NSEA. 
If suit is brought against Mr. Smith, it is possible that he, as the offending party, will be held responsible 
for any and all fees.   
Mr. Jim Piper, attorney, notes that the Court has jurisdiction.  In a Show Cause hearing, the Court could 
hold Mr. Smith in Contempt of Court for violation of the 2013 agreement, and state consequences. 
***Mary Trumphfeller moved to approve the Board’s work with legal counsel for proper procedure in 
pursuing legal action against Mr. Smith in his continued property violations. 
Second:  Jim Piper.  Motion carried. 
 
 

IV. NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. BYLAWS 
Ms. Velarde reports that NSEA Bylaws and Rules & Regulations were last updated in the 1970s.  A 
committee chaired by Ms. Velarde has reviewed and rewritten these documents to make them less 
cumbersome and easier to work with. 
Committee members:  N. Dodds, J. Hoexum, B. Landman. 
Proposed changes were presented to the Board. 
Mr. David Bowen, Real Estate Attorney, was consulted. 
The committee wants to be fully transparent.    Many changes are major. 
All members received a mailing describing the changes and were encouraged to discuss. 
Referendum ballot from members due by July 31, before Board’s final vote in August. 
 
DISCUSSION 
1.  Owners expressed concern about Beach Access Easements, owned by the Association, especially in 

regard to beach fires.  It was pointed out that owners and renters have different views of beach fires 
and related liability issues.  Fireworks hazards for all properties were also mentioned. 
***Ron Bauer moved that the Board take action to clarify rules regarding use of beach walkways by 
anybody, especially in regard to beach fires and especially in regards to renters, with these revisions 
being added to the newly revised Bylaws/Rules & Regulations. 
Second:  Debby DeBruyn.  Motion carried. 

2. Responsibility for maintenance and repair of beach easements and stairs to beach.  
3. Cars parking on road on South (Ferrysburg) portion of road.  Call Board member and/or speak with 

homeowner. 
 

 
B.  BOARD MEMBERS 

1.  Election of Board Members.   
Jim Piper and Mary Herkner were elected as new board members for 2-year terms.  
Bob Landman was re-elected for a 2-year term. 
2.  President Beverly Cooper and Treasurer Harold Davidson are completing their terms on the 

Board.  We thank them for their service. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Herkner, Recording Secretary 


